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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed 
or described as set forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the 
subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter 
as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall 
not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

This application currently names joint inventors. In considering patentability of 
the claims under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), the examiner presumes that the subject matter of 
the various claims was commonly owned at the time any inventions covered therein 
were made absent any evidence to the contrary. Applicant is advised of the obligation 
under 37 CFR 1 .56 to point out the inventor and invention dates of each claim that was 
not commonly owned at the time a later invention was made in order for the examiner to 
consider the applicability of 35 U.S.C. 103(c) and potential 35 U.S.C. 102(f) or (g) prior 
art under 35 U.S.C. 103(a). 
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Claims 1, 3, 4, 6, and 7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Ohtsuji et al. (US 200201 56570A1) and in view of Morimoto et al. 
(US6351706B1). 

Regarding claims 1 and 7, Ohtsuji et al. directs to an audio interactive navigation 
system for motor vehicle comprising: an off-vehicle information storage device which is 
the management unit (309) of the audio interactive server (105) (Ohtsuji et al, figure 1 
and figure 3). The information stored in the management unit (309) includes individual 
information for each user, and that the information is used as reference for generation of 
an audio interactive model characterized for each user at the time of service (Ohtsuji et 
al, page 3, paragraph 0048). The car terminal device, as shown in figure 1 and in 
paragraph 0036, communicates with the audio interactive server (105) via the telephone 
line (112). Therefore, Ohtsuji et al. teaches the limitations "an off-vehicle information 
storage device in which a plurality of different types of information to be provided to a 
plurality of on-vehicle apparatuses, via a telephone lines, are stored". Ohtsuji et al. 
further teaches "an interactive voice response device configured to allow a user to 
customize audio guidance used in a subsequent dialogue with the user through an 
automatic voice response via the telephone line (Ohtsuji et al, abstract; figure 1 ; page 2, 
paragraph 0032, the unit 101 realizes user's voice input).' Ohtsuji et al. further teaches 
"an information acquisition device configured to obtain information from the off-vehicle 
information storage device based upon the dialogue between the user and the 
interactive voice response device" (Ohtsuji et al, figure 1, audio interactive server 105); 
and an information transmission device configured to transmit the information obtained 
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by the information acquisition device to at least one of the plurality of on-vehicle 
apparatuses (Ohtsuji et al., figure 1 , communication device 111). 

Ohtsuji et al fails to disclose that interactive voice response device configured to 
store the customized audio guidance in a user information storage device for use in all 
subsequent dialogue with the user. 

Morimoto et al. teaches a vehicle navigation apparatus with a user information 
storage device, in which the data storage device (3) stores audio/guidance data 
necessary for route guidance (column 3, lines 34-54), and the central processor (4) 
executes programs interactive with voice input through the input device (1) and for voice 
synthesis (column 4, lines 59-67). 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the system as taught by Ohtsuji et al. to include the 
storage device for storing customized audio guidance as taught in Morimoto et al. so 
that vehicle user can set up his (her) own preference including the automatic guide 
response. 

As to claim 3, Ohtsuji et al. further teaches that the car terminal device (100) 
includes a speaker (102) that provides audio guidance to a user and to prompt the user 
a type of information. Ohtsuji et al. additionaly teaches "the interactive voice response 
device provides audio guidance to prompt the user to specify whether or not the user 
wishes to receive a pre-registered type of information". For example, after the first voice 
output received from the audio interactive server (105) for obtaining a request of the 
user such as "what" , the user then provides an audio guidance such as "Route 
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assistance, please" in order to specify that the user wishes to receive the route 
guidance assistance (Ohtsuji et al., page 4, paragraph 0061). 

As to claim 4, Ohtsuji et al. directs to an audio interactive navigation system for 
motor vehicle comprising: an off-vehicle information storage device which is the 
management unit (309) of the audio interactive server (105) (Ohtsuji et al, figure 1 and 
figure 3). The information stored in the management unit (309) includes individual 
information for each user, and that the information is used as reference for generation of 
an audio interactive model characterized for each user at the time of service (Ohtsuji et 
al, page 3, paragraph 0048). The car terminal device, as shown in figure 1 and in 
paragraph 0036, communicates with the audio interactive server (105) via the telephone 
line (112). Therefore, Ohtsuji et al. reads on the limitations "an off-vehicle information 
storage device in which a plurality of different types of information to be provided to a 
plurality of on-vehicle apparatuses, via a telephone lines, are store". Ohtsuji et al. 
further teaches "an interactive voice response device configured to allow a user to 
customize audio guidance used in a subsequent dialogue with the user through an 
automatic voice response via the telephone line (Ohtsuji et al, abstract; figure 1 ; page 2, 
paragraph 0032, the unit 101 realizes user's voice input). Ohtsuji et al. further teaches 
"an information acquisition device configured to obtain information from the off-vehicle 
information storage device based upon the dialogue between the user and the 
interactive voice response device" (Ohtsuji et al, figure 1, audio interactive server 105); 
and an information transmission device configured to transmit the information obtained 
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by the information acquisition device to at least one of the plurality of on-vehicle 
apparatuses (Ohtsuji et al., figure 1 , communication device 111). 

Ohtsuji et al. further teaches "the interactive voice response device tabulates 
information provided to a given user in the past and provides audio guidance 
customized for the user based upon tabulation results" (Ohtsuji et al., page 3, paragraph 
0048). 

Ohtsuji et al fails to disclose that interactive voice response device configured to 
store the customized audio guidance in a user information storage device for use in all 
subsequent dialogue with the user. 

Morimoto et al. teaches a vehicle navigation apparatus, in which the data storage 
unit (3) stores audio/guidance data necessary for route guidance (column 3, lines 34- 
54), and the central processor (4) executes programs interactive with voice input 
through the input device (1) and for voice synthesis (column 4, lines 59-67). 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the system as taught by Ohtsuji et al. to include the 
storage device for storing customized audio guidance as taught in Morimoto et al. so 
that vehicle user can set up his (her) own preference including the automatic guide 
response. 

As to claim 6, Ohtsuji et al. further teaches "a dialog contents storage device in 
which contents of a dialogue conducted between the user and the interactive voice 
response device when providing information to the user are stored, wherein the dialog 
contents stored in the dialogue contents storage device are indicated to the user" 
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(Ohtsuji et al,. figure 1, page 4, paragraph 0062, the car terminal device communicates 
with the interactive server (105) in which the user dialog contents are stored). 

Response to Arguments 
The applicant's request for continued examination has been fully considered. 
The examiner has found the reference to Morimoto et al. teaches a vehicle navigation 
apparatus with a user information storage device, in which the data storage device (3) 
stores audio/guidance data necessary for route guidance. 

The application would not be patentable over the cited prior art. 

Conclusions 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Tuan C To whose telephone number is (571 ) 272-6985. 
The examiner can normally be reached on from 8:00AM to 5:00PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jack Keith can be reached on 571-272-6878. 

The fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding 
is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
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you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

/Tuan C To/ 

Primary Examiner of Art Unit 3663/3600 
February 1 3, 2008 



